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SAT/ACT Registration Information  
 

 

SAT/ACT Registration Confirmation 

 

 Date Registered : ______________________________________________________ 

 

 SAT/ACT Confirmation Number : ________________________________________ 

 

 SAT/ACT Date : ______________________________________________________ 

 

 SAT/ACT Time : ______________________________________________________ 

 

 Site Name : __________________________________________________________ 

 

 Site Address : ________________________________________________________ 

 

 Site Distance From Home _______________________________________________ 

 

 Planned Departure Time ________________________________________________ 

 

 Planned Arrival Time __________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

SAT/ACT Test-Day Checklist Items 

  

ü Place a check mark by the following items as you gather them for Test Day 

 

      _____ Calculator 

 

      _____ Watch (to time and pace yourself for each test section) 

 

      _____ Sharpened #2 Pencils (2 or 3) 

 

      _____ Sweater or Jacket (especially if you are cold natured; testing facility may be cold) 

 

      _____ Handkerchief or box of Kleenex 

 

      _____ Snacks (such as fruit or granola bars) 

 

      _____ Photo ID 

 

      _____ Registration Confirmation 
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College & Career Considerations 
 

 

ü List your top college choice(s) and find the latest average SAT/ACT score for entering freshmen 

 

 

College/University Name    Average SAT/ACT Score 

 

1. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

2. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

3. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

4. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

5. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

ü List your top career choice(s) and find the latest average income for that career 

 

 

Career            Average Income 

 

1. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

2. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

3. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

4. _____________________________________________  __________________ 

 

 

5. _____________________________________________  __________________ 
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Welcome to the World of the SAT and ACT 
 

Changes to the SAT (March 2016 and Beyond) 

ü Test no longer penalizes students for incorrect answers 

¶ Encourages students to answer all questions 

¶ Removes pressure from students on deciding whether to risk losing points for an incorrect answer 

ü Test format changes 

¶ Section 1: Reading (52 questions) 

¶ Section 2: Writing and Language (44 questions) 

¶ Section 3: Math ï No Calculator (20 questions) 

¶ Section 4: Math ï Calculator (38 questions) 

¶ Essay is at the end of the SAT if the student chooses to take the essay 

¶ Test no longer contains multiple sections for Reading, Writing, and Math 

ü Score Changes 

¶ Test contains two scored sections 

o Reading section and Writing/Language section combined for one score Ą 200 ï 800 

o Math section Ą 200 ï 800 

¶ SAT Combined Score range Ą 400 ï 1,600 

¶ Essay score is reported separately and not included in section scores 

ü The essay is now optional (no longer mandatory) 

¶ Students no longer take and defend a position on an issue 

¶ Students now read a passage and explain how the author builds the argument to persuade the audience 

¶ The essay is a ñrhetorical analysisò of a passage 

¶ Essay time is extended to 50 minutes 

¶ Contains 3 individual scores (that will not be combined) 

o Reading (2 ï 8) 

o Analysis (2 ï 8) 

o Writing (2 ï 8) 

ü SAT Reading changes 

¶ Seldom-used words and phrases are removed 

o Relevant words and phrases are emphasized 

o Context is highlighted 

¶ Reading section only contains passages 

¶ There are 4 single passages (each 500 ï 750 words) 

¶ There is 1 passage pair (500 ï 750 words) 

¶ Each passage contains 10 ï 11 questions 

¶ Reading questions contain 4 answer choices 

ü SAT Writing changes 

¶ SAT Writing no longer contains Best Sentence Phrasing, Sentence Error Identification, and Best Paragraph 

Phrasing questions 

¶ SAT Writing questions are structured like ACT English questions 

¶ Contain passages that will have imbedded errors 

¶ There are 4 passage (each 400 ï 450 words, with complexity from 9th/10th grade to early post secondary) 

¶ Each passage contains 11 questions 

¶ Writing questions contain 4 answer choices 
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Welcome to the World of the SAT and ACT (continued) 
 

ü SAT Math changes 

¶ SAT Math contains a no-calculator section and a calculator section 

¶ 3 additional SAT Math Reference added (sphere, cone, pyramid) 

¶ Non-calculator section contains 20 questions 

o 15 multiple-choice 

o 5 grid-ins (student-produced responses) 

¶ Calculator section contains 38 questions 

o 30 multiple-choice 

o 8 grid-ins (student-produced responses) 

¶ Math questions contain 4 answer choices 

¶ Advanced Math Topics 

o Using/graphing exponential functions, quadratic, and other non-linear functions 

o Area and volume of spheres, cones, and pyramids 

o Unit Circle and trigonometric functions 

 

Format Summary of the SAT  

 

 

Format Summary of the ACT  

 

 

Test Section Subject Questions Allotted Time Answer Type 

Section 1 Reading 52 65 minutes Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Section 2 Writing 44 35 minutes Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Section 3 Math (Non-Calculator) 20 25 minutes 
Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Grid-In 

Section 4 Math (Calculator) 38 55 minutes 
Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Grid-In 

Optional Essay 1 50 minutes Written Essay 

 Total (without Essay) 154 180 minutes  

 Total (with Essay 155 230 minutes  

Test Section Subject Questions Allotted Time Answer Type 

Section 1 English 75 45 minutes Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Section 2 Math 60 60 minutes Multiple-Choice (5 choices) 

Section 3 Reading 40 35 minutes Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Section 4 Scientific Reasoning 40 35 minutes Multiple-Choice (4 choices) 

Optional Essay 1 30 minutes Written Essay 

 Total (without Essay) 215 175 minutes  

 Total (with Essay 216 205 minutes  
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How to Prepare for the SAT/ACT 
 

Steps In Preparing For The SAT/ACT 

ü Attend all SAT/ACT Preparation course sessions 

ü Expand your vocabulary (by reading) 

ü Learn/memorize Math fundamentals  

¶ Multiplication facts 

¶ Square and square root facts 

¶ Prime numbers 

¶ Divisibility  rules 

¶ Fraction/decimal/percentage equivalents 

ü Learn Grammar fundamentals 

ü Work on speaking correctly (to improve writing skills) 

ü Write as often as possible 

ü Preview and review the material in this packet (before and after each seminar session) 

ü Work all class exercise and homework exercise problems 

ü Spend at least 3 hours per week on SAT/ACT preparation 

 

Unlocking The Door To Multiple Choice Answers 

ü Most of the SAT is Multiple Choice questions (with 4 answer choices)  

ü Most of the ACT is Multiple Choice questions (with 4 answer choices) 

ü On both the SAT and ACT, most of the answer are right in front of you 

ü The key is to identify and select the correct answer 

ü If you do not know the correct answer, look for and identify incorrect answers 

ü You will often be able to obtain the correct answer by using process of elimination 
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How to Prepare for the SAT/ACT (continued) 
 

Should You Guess On The SAT? 

ü SAT scores for each subject are now based purely on how many questions you get correct (regardless 

of how many you get incorrect) 

ü When you answer SAT question incorrectly, YOU ARE NO LONGER PENALIZED 

ü When you leave SAT questions blank, you eliminate the possibility of getting the questions correct 

ü If at all possible, DO NOT LEAVE SAT QUESTIONS BLANK!!! 

 

 

Should You Guess On The ACT? 

ü ACT scores for each subject are based purely on how many questions you get correct (regardless of 

how many you get incorrect) 

ü When you answer ACT questions incorrectly, YOU ARE NOT PENALIZED 

ü When you leave ACT questions blank, you eliminate the possibility of getting the questions correct 

ü If at all possible, DO NOT LEAVE ACT QUESTIONS BLANK!!! 
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How to Prepare for the SAT/ACT (continued) 
 

Website Access to Enhance Your SAT/ACT Preparation 

ü Access the following website:   www.smatcoe.com 

¶ Select ñSAT/ACT Prepò 

¶ Select ñStudent Loginò 

¶ Enter Student ID and Student Password (recorded below) 

ü Perform the following activities  

¶ Math Fundamental Exercises 

¶ SAT Writing Exercises 

¶ SAT Critical Reading Exercises 

¶ SAT Math Exercises 

¶ ACT English Exercises 

¶ ACT Reading Exercises 

¶ ACT Math Exercises 

¶ ACT Scientific Reasoning Exercises 

 

 

 

Student ID: ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Student Access Code: ___________________________________________ 
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Math Fundamentals (Learn & Memorize These Facts) 
 

 

ü Multiplication Table : 15 by 12 (every combination) 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

2 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 

3 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 

4 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48 

5 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 

6 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72 

7 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 77 84 

8 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 

9 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 99 108 

10 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 

11 11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 110 121 132 

12 12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108 120 132 144 

13 13 26 39 52 65 78 91 104 117 130 143 156 

14 14 28 42 56 70 84 98 112 126 140 154 168 

15 15 30 45 60 75 90 105 120 135 150 165 180 

 

 

 

ü Special Multiplication Facts Through 25 
 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

13 13 26 39 52 65 78 91 104 117 130 

14 14 28 42 56 70 84 98 112 126 140 

15 15 30 45 60 75 90 105 120 135 150 

16 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 

17 17 34 51 68 85 102 119 136 153 170 

18 18 36 54 72 90 108 126 144 162 180 

19 19 38 57 76 95 114 133 152 171 190 

20 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 

21 21 42 63 84 105 126 147 168 189 210 

22 22 44 66 88 110 132 154 176 198 220 

23 23 46 69 92 115 138 161 184 207 230 

24 24 48 72 96 120 144 168 192 216 240 

25 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 225 250 
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Math Fundamentals (continued) 

 

ü Squares & Square Roots : 1 Through 30 

 

  12 =    1   22 =    4   32 =    9   42 =   16   52 =   25 

  62 =  36   72 =   49   82 =  64   92 =   81 102 = 100 

 112 = 121 122 = 144 132 = 169 142 = 196 152 = 225 

162 = 256 172 = 289 182 = 324 192 = 361 202 = 400 

212 = 441 222 = 484 232 = 529 242 = 576 252 = 625 

262 = 676 272 = 729 282 = 784 292 = 841 302 = 900 

 

    1  =   1    4  =    2     9 =  3   16 =    4  25 =   5 

   36  =  6  49  =    7  64  =  8   81 =   9 100 =10 

121  = 11 144  = 12 169 = 13 196  = 14 225 =15 

256 = 16  289 = 17 324= 18 361  = 19 400 =20 

       441 = 21  484 = 22 529= 23 576  = 24 625=25 

       676  = 26  729 = 27 784 = 28 841 = 29 900=30 

 

 

ü Fundamental Roots & Exponents 

 

      23 =    8 24 =   16 25 =   32 26 =   64 27 = 128 

 28 = 256 33 =  27 34 =   81 35 = 243 36 = 729 

 43 =   64 44 = 256 53 = 125 54 = 625 63 = 216 

 73 = 343 83 = 512 93 = 729 103 = 1000 

 

     3 8  = 2    4 16  = 2    3 27 =  3   5 32   = 2   3 64  = 4 

   6 64  = 2    4 81 = 3   3 125  = 5   7 128=  2 3 216   = 6 

  
5 243 = 3 8 256  = 2   4 256  = 4   3 343  = 7  3 512  = 8 

  
4 625  = 5 3 729  = 9   6 729  = 3  3 1000 = 10 

 

 

ü Prime Numbers :  (2,3,5,7,11,13,17,19,23,29,31,37,41,43,47,53,59,61,67,71,73,79,83,89,97) 

 

 

ü Divisibility  Rules (2,3,4,5,6,9) 

¶ 2 (all even numbers) 

¶ 3 (sum all digits and divide sum by 3) 

¶ 4 (last 2 digits must be divisible by 4) 

¶ 5 (number ends in 0 or 5) 

¶ 6 (all even numbers that are divisible by 3) 

¶ 9 (sum all digits and divide sum by 9) 
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Math Fundamentals (continued) 

 

ü Key Math Factors (other than 1 and the number) 
 

 

4 2          

6 2 3         

8 2 4         

9 3          

10 2 5         

12 2 3 4 6       

14 2 7         

15 3 5         

18 2 3 6 9       

20 2 4 5 10       

21 3 7         

22 2 11         

24 2 3 4 6 8 12     

25 5          

26 2 13         

27 3 9         

28 2 4 7 14       

30 2 3 5 6 10 15     

32 2 4 8 16       

33 3 11         

34 2 17         

35 5 7         

36 2 3 4 6 9 12 18    

38 2 19         

39 3 13         

40 2 4 5 8 10 20     

42 2 3 6 7 14 21     

44 2 4 11 22       

45 3 5 9 15       

46 2 23         

48 2 3 4 6 8 12 16 24   

49 7          

50 2 5 10 25       
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Math Fundamentals (continued) 

 

ü Key Math Factors (other than 1 and the number) ï continued 
 

 

51 3 17         

52 2 4 13 26       

54 2 3 6 9 18 27     

55 5 11         

56 2 4 7 8 14 28     

57 3 19         

58 2 29         

60 2 3 4 5 6 10 12 15 20 30 

62 2 31         

63 3 7 9 21       

64 2 4 8 16 32      

65 5 13         

66 2 3 6 11 22 33     

68 2 4 17 34       

69 3 23         

70 2 5 7 10 14 35     

72 2 3 4 6 8 9 12 18 24 36 

74 2 37         

75 3 5 15 25       

76 2 4 19 38       

77 7 11         

78 2 3 6 13 26 39     

80 2 4 5 8 10 16 20 40   

81 3 9 27        

82 2 41         

84 2 3 4 6 7 12 14 21 28 42 

85 5 17         

86 2 43         

87 3 29         

88 2 4 8 11 22 44     

90 2 3 5 6 9 10 15 18 30 45 

91 7 13         

92 2 4 23 46       

93 3 31         

94 2 47         

95 5 19         

96 2 3 4 6 8 12 16 24 32 48 

98 2 7 14 49       

99 3 9 11 33       

100 2 4 5 10 20 25 50    
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Math Fundamentals (continued) 

 

ü Key Math Products (other than 1 and the number) 

 

4 2 x 2     

6 2 x 3     

8 2 x 4     

9 3 x 3     

10 2 x 5     

12 2 x 6 3 x 4    

14 2 x 7     

15 3 x 5     

18 2 x 9 3 x 6    

20 2 x 10 4 x 5    

21 3 x 7     

22 2 x 11     

24 2 x 12 3 x 8 4 x 6   

25 5 x 5     

26 2 x 13     

27 3 x 9     

28 2 x 14 4 x 7    

30 2 x 15 3 x 10 5 x 6   

32 2 x 16 4 x 8    

33 3 x 11     

34 2 x 17     

35 5 x 7     

36 2 x 18 3 x 12 4 x 9 6 x 6  

38 2 x 19     

39 3 x 13     

40 2 x 20 4 x 10 5 x 8   

42 2 x 21 3 x 14 6 x 7   

44 2 x 22 4 x 11    

45 3 x 15 5 x 9    

46 2 x 23     

48 2 x 24 3 x 16 4 x 12 6 x 8  

49 7 x 7     

50 2 x 25 5 x 10    
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Math Fundamentals (continued) 

 

ü Key Math Products (other than 1 and the number) ï continued 
 

51 3x 17     

52 2 x 26 4 x 13    

54 2 x 27 3 x 18 6 x 9   

55 5 x 11     

56 2 x 28 4 x 14 7 x 8   

57 3 x 19     

58 2 x 29     

60 2 x 30 3 x 20 4 x 15 5 x 12 6 x 10 

62 2 x 31     

63 3 x 21 7 x 9    

64 2 x 32 4 x 16 8 x 8   

65 5 x 13     

66 2 x 33 3 x 22 6 x 11   

68 2 x 34 4 x 17    

69 3 x 23     

70 2 x 35 5 x 14 7 x 10   

72 2 x 36 3 x 24 4 x 18 6 x 12 8 x 9 

74 2 x 37     

75 3 x 25 5 x 15    

76 2 x 38 4 x 19    

77 7 x 11     

78 2 x 39 3 x 26 6 x 13   

80 2 x 40 4 x 20 5 x 16 8 x 10  

81 3 x 27 9 x 9    

82 2 x 41     

84 2 x 42 3 x 28 4 x 21 6 x 14 7 x 12 

85 5 x 17     

86 2 x 43     

87 3 x 29     

88 2 x 44 4 x 22 8 x 11   

90 2 x 45 3 x 30 5 x 18 6 x 15 9 x 10 

91 7 x 13     

92 2 x 46 4 x 23    

93 3 x 31     

94 2 x 47     

95 5 x 19     

96 2 x 48 3 x 32 4 x 24 6 x 16 8 x 12 

98 2 x 49 7 x 14    

99 3 x 33 9 x 11    

100 2 x 50 4 x 25 5 x 20 10 x 10  
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Math Fundamentals (continued) 

 

ü Fraction/Decimal/Percentage Equivalents 

        

2

1
 = .5  = 50%  

 

 

3

1
 = .333 = 33

3

1
% 

3

2
 = .666 = 66

3

2
% 

 

 

4

1
 = .25 = 25% 

4

3
 = .75 = 75% 

 

 

 
5

1
 = .2 = 20%  

5

2
 = .4 = 40%  

5

3
 = .6 = 60%  

5

4
 = .8 = 80% 

 

 

 
6

1
 = .166 = 16

3

2
% 

6

5
 = .833 = 83

3

1
% 

 

 

 
8

1
 = .125 = 12.5% 

8

3
 = .375 = 37.5% 

8

5
 = .625 = 62.5% 

8

7
 = .875 = 87.5% 

 

 

 
2

1
= 

4

2
= 

6

3
= 

8

4
= 

10

5
 = .5 = 50% 

 

 

 
8

2
 = 

4

1
  = .25 = 25% 

 

 

 
9

3
 = 

6

2
 = 

3

1
 = .333 = 33

3

1
%   

9

6
 = 

6

4
 = 

3

2
 = .666 = 66

3

2
% 

 

 

8

6
 = 

4

3
 = .75 = 75% 
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SAT/ACT Preparation Seminar Homework Log 
 

 

 

  

 

Session 

Pages Covered 

During Session 

 

Homework for Next Session 

Homework 

Due Date 

#1 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #2 (page 298) 
 

#2 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #3 (page 299) 
 

#3 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #4 (page 300) 
 

#4 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #5 (page 301) 
 

#5 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #6 (page 302) 

 

 

#6 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #7 (page 303) 

 

 

 

#7 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Student Accountability Sheetï Session #8 (page 304) 

 

 

#8 

 Website Math Reinforcement Exercises (Daily) 

Final SAT/ACT Preparation 
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SAT/ACT Preparation Seminar Math Fundamentals Quiz Log 
 

 

 

Session Date 

Number Of Questions 

Correct 

Math Fundamentals 

Quiz Score (%)  

Session #1 
  

Session #2 
  

Session #3 
  

Session #4 
  

Session #5 
  

Session #6 
  

Session #7 
  

Session #8 
  

Session #9 
  

Session #10 
  

Session #11 
  

Session #12 
  

Session #13 
  

Session #14 
  

Session #15 
  

Session #16 
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SAT READING / ACT READING  
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SAT Reading Overview 

 

SAT Reading Section Characteristics 

ü Always Section 1 of the SAT 

ü Focuses on word and phrase context 

ü Contains the following 
o 52 total questions 

o 65 minutes allocated 

o 4 answer choices per question 

ü Contains only passages 

o 4 single passages (each 500 ï 750 words) 

o 1 passage pair (500 ï 750 words) 

ü Each passage contains 10 ï 11 questions 
o 3 of 5 passages will typically contain 10 questions 

o 2 of 5 passages will typically contain 11 questions 

ü Passages will occasionally contain graphs or tables to accompany passage content 
o These graphs or tables will have to be interpreted in context of the passage 

o Accurate interpretation will be essential to answering passage questions correctly 

 

 

SAT Reading Section Instructions 

ü Reading Test instruction will appear at the beginning of Section 1 

ü Wording of directions will remain consistent and should not be read during actual testing 

ü Be aware of the following instructions 

 

 

Each passage or pair of passages below is followed by a number of questions.  After 

reading each passage or pair, choose the best answer to each questions based on what is 

stated or implied in the passage or passages and in any accompanying graphics (such as a 

table of graph). 

 

 

 

SAT Reading Section Preparation 

ü In order to prepare for the SAT Reading Section, student should read as often as possible 

¶ Focus on comprehending what it actually stated 

¶ Focus on picking up what is implied 

¶ Focus on the meaning of word and phrase context 
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ACT Reading Overview 

 

ACT Reading Section Layout 

ü Always Section 3 of the ACT 

ü Focuses on reading comprehension 

ü Contains the following 

¶ 4 passages 

¶ 40 total questions 

¶ 35 minutes allocated 

¶ 4 answer choices per question 

¶ 10 questions per passage 

 

ACT Passage Selections and Content Areas 

 

Reading 

Selection 

Score 

Weight 
Content Areas 

Social Studies 25% 

Anthropology, Archaeology, Biology, Business, Economics, 

Education, Geography, History, Political Science, Psychology, 

Sociology 

Natural Sciences 25% 

Anatomy, Astronomy, Biology, Botany, Chemistry, Ecology, 

Geology, Medicine, Meteorology, Microbiology, Natural History, 

Physiology, Physics, Technology, Zoology 

Literary Narrative 

or Prose Fiction 
25% Short Stories, Novel, Memoirs, Personal Essays 

Humanities 25% 
Architecture, Art, Dance, Ethics, Film, Language, Literary Criticism, 

Music, Philosophy, Radio, Television, Theater 

 

ACT Reading Section Instructions 

ü Reading Test instruction will appear at the beginning of Section 3 

ü Wording of directions will remain consistent and should not be read during actual testing 

ü Be aware of the following instructions 

 

 

There are several passages in this test.  Each passage is accompanied by several questions.  

After reading a passage, choose the best answer to each questions and fill in the 

corresponding oval on your answer document.  You may refer to the passage as often as 

necessary. 

 

 

ACT Reading Section Preparation 

ü In order to prepare for the ACT Reading Section, student should read as often as possible 

¶ Focus on comprehending what it actually stated 

¶ Focus on picking up what is implied 

¶ Focus on the meaning of word and phrase context 
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SAT Reading Section Fundamentals and Strategies 
 

 

SAT Reading Fundamentals 

ü Reading comprehension is critical 

¶ Interpreting what was actually stated 

¶ Determining what was implied 

¶ Understanding word and phrase context 

ü Passages and questions no longer contain seldom used words 

ü Passages are fairly consistent in length 

¶ Single (unrelated) passages Ą 500 ï 750 words 

¶ Dual (related) passages Ą combined 500 ï 750 words 

 

 

SAT Reading Strategies 

ü Allocate about 13 minutes per passage 

¶ Read the passage introductory information 
o Typically states the work from which the passage came or was adapted 

o Frequently provides a high-level statement about the content of the passage 

¶ Review the questions prior to reading the passage 

o Look for line references 

o Look for specific questions 

o Look for overview and summary questions 

¶ Determine the order in which the questions will be answered 

o In many instances, it makes sense to answer the questions in a different order than they appear 

o Some questions will ask how the previous question was developed or evidence for the answer to the 

previous question 

o Some questions will ask how the passage was developed 

o The ñinvestmentò in planning the order in which the questions will be answered will often payoff 
during the steps of determining the answer 

o Some questions can be answered by quickly scanning 2 ï 3 lines of the passage 

o Planning the order in advance for answering the questions will then provide targeted reading when a 

paragraph or two of the passage is read 

o Reading the entire passage in advance (prior to reviewing or answering questions) is often very 

inefficient and results in students forgetting much of what they read as they start answering questions 

¶ Time Guideline 
o 1st Passage: minutes 0 ï 13  

o 2nd Passage: minutes 13 ï 26 

o 3rd Passage: minutes 26 ï 39 

o 4th Passage: minutes 39 ï 52 

o 5th Passage: minutes 52 - 65 
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SAT Reading Section Fundamentals and Strategies (continued) 
 

 

SAT Reading ï First Focus on the Questions 

 

1. Which choice best describes the pattern in which the passage was developed? 

2. Which choice best describes what happens in the passage? 

3. What was the main purpose of the first paragraph of the passage? 

4. Why is John so nervous about speaking to Mary (line 35)? 

5. What is meant by the word ñtogethernessò in line 18 of the second paragraph? 

. 

ü Determine the order in which the questions will be answered 

¶ Question 3 
o Reading paragraph 1 to answer question 1 will be fairly quick 

o Paragraph 1 will directly provide the information needed to answer the question 

¶ Question 5 
o Reading the context around line 18 should provide the answer needed for question 5 

o This context will directly provide the information needed to answer the question 

¶ Question 4 
o Reading the context around line 35 should provide the answer needed for question 4 

o This context will directly provide the information needed to answer the question 

¶ Question 2 
o Reading most or all of the passage will be required to answer question 2 

o Rather than keeping up with lots of unnecessary information while reading, the focus can now be an 

overview of what is happening 

¶ Question 1 
o While reading the passage to answer question 2, the answer to question 1 can be determined 

o The goal of reading most or all of the passage is to determine an overview on how the passage was 

developed, rather than keeping up with lots of detailed information 

 

 

SAT Reading ï Determine the Order in Which to Answer the Questions 

ü Specific questions with line references will allow you to answer the questions by reading the context 

(a few lines before the reference through a few lines after the reference) 

ü Specific question with a paragraph reference will allow you to answer the questions by reading the 

specific paragraph 

ü Specific questions without a line reference will allow you to answer the questions while reading the 

entire passage 

ü General questions without line references will require you to read the passage and obtain an overview 

of that is taking place 

ü The new SAT provides 65 minutes to answer 52 questions 

¶ Planning the order to answer the questions allows you to read the entire passage without trying to 

keep up with lots of specific facts 

¶ You can answer questions about specific facts as you go 

¶ You can answer the general questions (requiring an overview of the passage) at the end 
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SAT Reading Section Fundamentals and Strategies (continued) 
 

SAT Reading ï Practice #1 
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SAT Reading Section Fundamentals and Strategies (continued) 
 

SAT Reading ï Practice #1 (continued) 

 

 
 

 

List the questions numbers in the logical order to answer them (separate by commas). 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SAT Reading Section Fundamentals and Strategies (continued) 
 

SAT Reading ï Practice #1 (continued) 

 

Use the passage on the next two pages to answer Questions 1 ï 10 (a grid answer section is provided 

after the passage). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  


